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gooseherds, to societies of physicians and philosophers. If anything more 
be needed to give the modem touch, we hear of monopolies in various com- 
modities. Among the most important documents are several which have 
to do with Ipavoi. They support the view that ipavoi were not at all times 
simple cult societies, but were, at least in some instances, mutual credit 
associations. 

Dr. San Nicold's work as a whole presents most vividly the Greek fond- 
ness for clubs and associations and its profound effect upon the life and insti- 
tutions of the Hellenistic world. Many of the details which are here 
developed are extremely suggestive to the student of the clubs and societies 
of the classic period, as for example the adoption of cults and cult-names 
by organizations whose aims were primarily social or economic, the masking 
of poUtical activity by religious or convivial practices, the origin of clubs 
and societies in the association of the gymnasia or ephebic classes, etc. 
Dr. San Nicold has made a valuable collection of material and has handled it 
in a thoroughly scholarly way. It is to be regretted that the pleasing 
format of the book is marred by a number of typographical errors. 

Gboegb Miller Calhoun 

University op Texas 



Nekyia. Beitrdge zur Erkldrung der neuentdeckten Petrxisapokalypse. 
By Albrecht Dieteeich. Zweite Aufiage. Leipzig-Berlin: 
B. G. Teubner. Pp. xvi-f-238. 

This second edition of another of Dieterich's fundamental studies upon 
the relationship between the eschatology of the syncretistic religion of the 
Hellenistic mysteries and the equally syncretistic eschatology of the Chris- 
tian apocals^pses becomes at once, like the second edition of the Mithras 
Liturgie, and in the literal sense of the word, a standard work for all students 
of comparative religion. For the new edition is a norm for measuring the 
rapid advance made by the profound studies of the past twenty years in 
this important field of spiritual relationships. By means of the Nachtrage 
of Wtinsch (pp. vi-xiv) we may test the extent to which a changed temper 
has come to animate such comparative studies. 

The task of the first edition was to trace similarities. The temper of 
this as of nearly all of Dieterich's studies is that of the pioneer. He is pri- 
marily concerned with the collection and analysis of fundamental similarities, 
with establishing the broad limits, the common spiritual heredity, which 
determine the great genera of ancient religious thought. The time for 
observing the individual variations and modifications wrought by race, 
creed, and teacher, which result in the later splittings into the minuter 
species under Gnosticism, neo-Platonism, Christian Mysticism, had hardly 
then arrived. Of the new temper, however, with its proper preoccupation 
with such intensive study of differences, the recent work of Carl Clemen, 
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Der Einfluss der Mysterienreligionen auf das dUeste Christentum, may serve 
as an example. 

Since the NacUrage of Wiinsch is the best index of the extent to which 
Dieterich's original thesis has been accepted aind buttressed by new evidence 
or modified as the result of subsequent assaults, it will be well to cite a few 
examples illustrating the trend of more recent investigations. 

In chap, i, "Griechische Volksglaube vom Totenreich," while the theory 
of Elysium as a land of happiness lying in the west is partly a figment of the 
imagination, it seems clear that mariners' legends played an important part 
in molding such conceptions (cf . the bibliography quoted in the Nachtr&ge, 
p. vii, 1. 2). On p. 25 Dieterich's interpretation of Lycia as light-land and 
Phoenicia as red-land has properly been criticized by H. Lewy, Berl. Philol. 
Wochenschr. Mass. Phil., p. 917. On p. 35, 1. 10, we may now refer to the 
article by 0. Schroder, "Hyperboreer," Archiv fur Rel. Wiss., VIII (1905), 
69 £f. In chap, ii, " Mysterienlehren tiber Seligkeit und Unseligkeit," p. 80, 
1. 4, the theory of the symposium of the blessed in Elysium is discussed by 
Karl Kircher, "Der Sakrale Bedeutung des Weins im Alterthum," Relgesch. 
Vers, und Vorarb., IX, 2, 56 ff. In chap, iii, "Orphische-Pjrthagoreische 
Hadesbiicher," pp. 114-18, we have references to the attempt of R. Eisler, 
Weltmantel und Himmelzelt, I, 97, to trace back the Platonic m3rth of Er to 
Iranian sources, and to the studies of Norden on the Platonic myths. One 
misses, however, a reference to The Myths of Plato by J. A. Stewart (Mac- 
millan). On p. 128, the articles by E. Kuhnert, "Orpheus in der Unter- 
welt," Philol., LIV, 193 ff., and A. Milchofer, ebenda, supplement Dieterich's 
discussion upon the 6p<l>e<a9 «s A'Sov KaTa^da-ai. The theories of Norden as 
to the relations of Virgil's Seelenwanderungslehre in Aeneid vi (set forth in 
the introduction and commentary to his edition of the sixth book passim, 
and especially p. 52 in the Einleitung) with two Orphic imra^aa-eK of Heracles 
and Orpheus may well be added. In chap, iv as supplementary to the types 
of sins and penalties, the references on p. 170 to Zockler, Das Lehrstiick von 
dem 7 Hauptsunden, Mtinchen, 1893, Bihl. und Kirchen hist. Stud., Heft 3, 
and on p. 206 to the article by E. Gortein, "Das Vergeltungsprinzip im 
biblischen und talmudischen Strafrecht, Magdzin fair die Wissenschaft des 
Judenthums, XIX (1892) and XX (1893), are especially important. 

In general the feeling of admiration for the depth, range, and scholarly 
precision of Dieterich's great study is but augmented by the second edition. 
While certain of the finely pointed salients of the original thesis have crumbled 
under the attrition of later investigations, the broad and deeply based out- 
lines of the whole loom majestic and firm. The whole system of sins and 
penalties revealed in the Christian apocalypse of Akmim has been shown 
definitely, we may now say, to rest upon the Orphic-Pythagorean eschatology 
with but few and superficial accretions from later syncretistic Jewish theo- 
logical sources. 

„ T,r George Converse Fiske 

UNrvEssiTY OF Wisconsin 



